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Introduction and welcoming words 
 
Welcome to the first International 
Sustainable Development Research Society 
(ISDRS) newsletter. Launched in 2007, the 
Society is pleased to present the first of our 
regular series of newsletters. We plan 
regular newsletters to keep members 
informed of some of the Society’s 
activities and to provide a platform for 
networking amongst academics and other 
researchers interested in sustainable 
development. We therefore welcome 
contributions for future newsletters. This 
can be updates about research you are 
interested in, opinion pieces or just news 
about your activities that might bring 
together researchers working in similar 
fields. 
 
The International Sustainable 
Development Research Society (ISDRS) 
aims to foster and communicate the 
importance of sustainable development in 
a global society. The society is a coalition 
of academic researchers, teachers, 
government, non-governmental 
organisations and industry. It promotes 
inter- and trans-disciplinary research and 
education for sustainable development. 

The Society was therefore established in 
order to create a network of researchers 
and educators based around our annual 
conference that has been running for 
fourteen years. Our next fifteenth event 
will be in Utrecht, The Netherlands from 
5th to 8th July, 2009. The deadline for 
abstracts is January 19th, 2009. There is 
more information about this event in this 
newsletter. 
 
The Society also has its own ISI-ranked 
journal, Sustainable Development. Our 
latest impact factor ranks the journal 10th 
in its group of 35 development journals. 
We are committed to publishing high 
quality research output and like our 
Society, the journal has an interdisciplinary 
focus. 
 
We do hope that this newsletter will be 
useful and will be the first of many. Do let 
us have your feedback and contributions 
for future editions will be most welcome. 
 
Richard Welford 
Jouni Korhonen 
Co-Chairs, ISDRS  
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1. On the Scientific Publications of the Internatio nal Sustainable 
Development Research Society  
 
Jouni Korhonen, Co-Chair of ISDRS 
 
The most important product of a research 
society is high quality scientific research 
output. In today’s global science forum, 
this output is increasingly measured in 
terms of articles published in international 
scientific journals that apply the so called 
‘referee practice’. Published articles 
regarded valuable have gone through an 
international peer-review process. ISDRS 
has several peer-reviewed journals 
supporting the society. Together with the 
annual conference these form the core of 
the existence and the activity of ISDRS.  
 
In a peer-review process, a manuscript is 
submitted to a journal. The manuscript is 
sent to at least two experts for evaluation. 
The review reports by these experts are 
assessed by the editor of the journal. The 
process is designed to assure that the 
published articles are scientifically valid, 
relevant for the research area in question, 
accessible and open for debate and 
critique. During the last 15 years, the 
annual ISDRS conference and its 
associated journals have been building a 
network of experts in the area of 
sustainable development research. These 
networks are critically important 
formaking progress in sustainable 
development research. From these 
contacts, most of our reviewers, editors, 
quest editors, editorial assistants as well as 
authors are selected and identified.  
 
The annual ISDRS conference serves as a 
fruitful platform for facilitating oral and 
face-to-face debates and discussions with 
one’s peers and potential research partners. 
Today’s highly competitive research 
funding, for example, requires meaningful 
and concrete collaboration relations and 
documented evidence of such 
collaboration. Over the years, we have  

 
seen conference workshops and sessions to 
lead into a publication of a special issue of 
a journal and eventually to a successful 
research project application building upon 
the joint experience of the conference and 
the special issue process. We feel that 
these kinds of activities are what ISDRS 
should further develop and improve.  
 
ISDRS has been established around the 
Annual International Sustainable 
Development Research Conference. The 
conference has a 15-year history. The 
conference has been held, for example, in 
Finland for the 11th annual, where the 
society was publicly announced in 2005. 
The 12th annual took place in Hong Kong, 
the 13th in Västerås, Sweden, the 14th in 
New Delhi, India and the 15th annual will 
take place in Utrecht, The Netherlands.  
 

 
There are many journals cooperating with 
the society. Sustainable Development is 
the official journal of ISDRS. The society 
cooperates with Business Strategy and the 
Environment, Progress in Industrial 
Ecology, Journal of Cleaner Production, 
Corporate Social Responsibility and 
Environmental Management, European 
Environment (re-launching in 2009 as 
Environmental Policy and Governance) 
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and International Journal of innovation for 
Sustainable Development. 

 
We want to contribute to sustainable 
development research and sustainability 
science through a process that is built 
around the annual conference and the peer-
reviewed journals of the society. ISDRS 
has designed a step-by-step process to 
encourage contributions. An abstract 
responding to the call in the annual 
conference is submitted. The abstract is 
then processed by the conference 
organization. Feed-back is sent to authors. 
Authors come back with a revised version, 
and upon acceptance, with the oral 
platform presentation on site at the annual 
conference. The experience at the 
conference in general and the comments 
and questions received for the presentation 
in particular constitute the basis for 

revising the work into a manuscript that 
then goes through the review process of a 
suitable journal. 
 
ISDRS has been successful to organize, 
coordinate and publish several 
international journals. We feel that the 
materials published in the journals during 
the last 15 years constitute a valid and 
fruitful body of literature, theory, methods 
and practical cases of the rapidly emerging 
field of sustainable development research.  
 
We should remember that, in essence, all 
this work depends upon time-consuming 
voluntary work on behalf of many 
individuals around the globe. The vision of 
ISDRS is to continue to develop an 
environment and a platform, where all this 
hard work becomes fruitful through the 
creation of a joint avenue for committed 
individuals and organizations motivated 
for the common cause of sustainable 
development. We take this opportunity to 
thank all those who have helped us as 
editors, reviewers, authors and conference 
organizers and we hope to further develop 
our international collaboration. 
 

 

2. Yes We Can, Take Up the Global Challenge!!! 
 
Prof. Ir. Klaas van Egmond and Dr. Walter Vermeulen,  
Chairs of the 15th Annual International Sustainable Development Research Conference 
Utrecht University, Copernicus Institute for Sustainable Development and Innovation, The 
Netherlands 
 
 
Sustainability problems are accumulating 
at an ever increasing rate. Apart from the 
almost classic themes of climate change 
and biodiversity loss, recently it also has 
become clear that resources like food, 
energy, minerals and space are becoming 
scarce, or at least have already become 
expensive. On top of that, the world is now 
facing an economic recession which, 
according to many commentators, is 
substantially linked to the issue of the new 
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scarcities, the natural ‘limits to growth’ 
and materialistic lifestyles. Against this 
background, the motto of the 15th 
International Sustainable Development 
Research Conference is "Taking up the 
Global Challenge: Analysing the 
implementation of innovations and 
governance for sustainable development".  
What have we learned so far in the field of 
innovations and governance structures that 
can handle the essentially new situation? 
And how can these insights be mobilized 
as soon as possible to face the rapidly 
increasing problems in developing a 
responsible quality of life for the global 
population, which can be sustained in the 
long run? 
 
Scholars in the field of sustainability 
around the world have been busy 
promoting systemic transitions, sustainable 
technologies and production, approaches 
for addressing common pool tragedies, 
innovative collaborative governance 
approaches and new environmental policy 
instruments. Front running actors in the 
market and in civil society have often 
taken the lead, showing ‘Yes, we can!’. 
 
With the recent political changes in the 
USA and elsewhere and the worldwide 
responses to the hedonistic ‘grab-and-
greed’ culture crisis a new sense of 
urgency and optimism about systemic 
changes is spreading around the world. In 
order to give this new optimism hands and 
feet, we need to carefully learn from 
experiences with recent sustainability 
practices around the world: what is really 
substantially bringing sustainable societies 
closer?  

From this perspective 
the conference will 
be focused on the 
scientific analysis of 
the key factors 
explaining successes 
(and failures) in the 
many practices of 
implementation of 
innovations and 
governance for sustainable development, 
in all parts of the world. As a key question 
it will be debated whether the 
developments in these areas are 
sufficiently substantial to face the fast 
growing global sustainability problems.  
 
We welcome studies explaining the 
success of sustainability strategies and 
practices in national, sectoral and regional 
cases, cross country comparisons and in 
international relations.  Apart from 
'Sustainability Science' as the overarching 
perspective, the three fields of major 
attention are: climate change and energy, 
sustainable land use, regional planning and 
innovation for sustainable production and 
consumption and finally governance for 
sustainable development. The themes will 
be presented and discussed from the 
perspectives of both the developed and the 
developing world.  
 
As you can see on the conference website 
http://globalchallenge2009.geo.uu.nl we 
welcome you with a high level keynote 
program. After the conference we invite 
you to visit frontrunner sustainability 
practices at various places in the 
Netherlands in our new excursion 
program: see climate neutral agriculture, 
housing and industry in practice….. 
 
Bring your experience into the debate. The 
15th Annual ISDR Conference is a double 
blind peer reviewed conference. Note that 
the deadline for abstracts is January 
19th, 2009. An additional track has been 
added, reflecting on the impacts of 
thecredit crisis for sustainability. For this 
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track the deadline is February 16th. The 
website contains Calls for Papers in 25 
tracks. Abstracts are sent to recognized 
reviewers from all over the world and 
written comments are provided to the 
authors. Papers from the conference are 
considered for publication in special issues 
of international scientific peer reviewed 
journals. The conference has several 
supporting journals, including Sustainable 
Development, Business Strategy and the 

Environment, Journal of Cleaner 
Production, Progress in Industrial Ecology, 
Corporate Social Responsibility and 
Environmental Management and European 
Environment 
 
We hope to see you in Utrecht! 
 
 
 
 

 

3. Why are geographic regions important for sustain ability? 
 
Pauline Deutz, Department of Geography, University of Hull, United Kingdom 
Matti Melanen, Finnish Environment Institute, Finland 
 
 
Sustainability remains an urgent task for 
society.  Encompassing considerations of 
the environment, economy and society, 
there is very little that does not relate to 
sustainability in some manner, whether it 
is locating renewable energy developments 
in industrial countries or ensuring a potable 
water supply in a developing country.  The 
challenge of sustainability is not just to 
achieve socially and environmentally-
aware economic development in 
industrialising nations, but also to ensure 
high levels of environmental protection in 
industrialised countries.  
 
Sustainability is a global concept – 
environmental issues transcend national 
boundaries, as do multi-national 
corporations, supply chains and human 
needs. Notwithstanding supranational 
organisations such as the EU or the UN, 
the implementation of international 
agreements requires enforcement from the 
national governments party to negotiations.  
Furthermore, within nation states many 
services (e.g., waste, healthcare, housing, 
education, and economic development) are 
organised at a local to regional scale.    
 
 

 
 
Thus whilst the importance of political 
input at the national scale should not be 
underestimated, the nation-state is not 
necessarily the most efficacious scale for 
the studying and/or implementation of 
sustainability.  The local to regional scale 
has been frequently prioritised as the scale 
of implementation of sustainable 
development, for example via Local 
Agenda 21 as formulated at the Rio Earth 
Summit in 1992 (Low et al., 2000).  No 
one scale should dominate sustainability 
debates or action.  However, in this short 
text we assert the importance of the region 
as one potential level of both problem 
definition and intervention.  
 
Sustainability incorporates notions of 
environment, economy and society.  An 
elementary study of geography indicates 
that there are tremendous variations in 
environment, economic and social 
conditions not only globally but also 
within countries.  The traditional concept 
of the region in Geography arose from the 
identification of areas of relative 
homogeneity of natural and/or social 
characteristics (Whittlesey, D. in James 
and Jones 1954).  Whilst Geography as a 
discipline has developed since virtually 
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beyond recognition, the region has 
remained an important scale of analysis 
(Storper, 1997; Beentock and Felsenstein, 
2008). The region has also become 
institutionalised as an important scale of 
delivery for national government policies, 
including those addressing sustainability 
(Jonas and Ward, 2002; Haughton and 
Counsell, 2004).   The region is of 
particular significance to sustainability, as 
policies need to be sensitive to social, 
economic and cultural variations, as well 
as environmental ones.  Trying to 
comprehend and integrate such a range of 
considerations can only be increasingly 
difficult with an increasing spatial scale of 
analysis.  However, some attempt to 
integrate the pillars of sustainability is 
necessary to establish present conditions, 
design policies and measure progress.   

Regional sensitivity in sustainability policy 
helps to promote policies that are realistic 
and appropriate to their setting and 
facilitates community involvement in the 
design and delivery of policies (Mickwitz 
et al., 2006; Kipkemboi et al., 2007).  
Furthermore, depending on the particular 
task under consideration, regions can be 
defined on a range of criteria, not 
necessarily politically based.  For example 

the regional offices of the Environment 
Agency for England and Wales are based 
on river catchment boundaries inherited 
from the National Rivers Authority.   
 
However, whilst describing and being 
sensitive to geographic variations is 
important to sustainability, understanding 
the origins of those variations is of even 
greater importance to overcoming them.  
Economic development and 
industrialisation has manifestly been 
uneven in rate and timing across the globe.   
 
Much attention is paid within Geography 
and related disciplines to the causes and 
consequences of regional variations in 
economic prosperity, accentuated by 
industrialisation and arguably enhanced 
rather than diminished by the 

telecommunications and post-industrial era 
in western countries (Harvey, 1985; 
Hudson, 2005).   Without understanding 
the processes of economic development 
and their manifestation across space, we 
can have little hope to enroll these 
processes to the ends of sustainable 
development (Deutz and Gibbs, 2008). 
 

UPM Kymmene, Kymi pulp and paper plant, Finland. Photo: UPM Kymmene photo archive 
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We are not arguing for the region to 
dominate discourses of sustainability.  The 
implementation of sustainable 
development is necessarily a multi-scalar 
endeavour.  However, a regional scale of 
analysis highlights geographic variations, 
produces important questions as to the 
causes of those variations and helps in the 
design of appropriate strategies for 
sustainability. 
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4. Sustainability Science in Europe and Asia - Regi onal Challenges, 
Interregional Cooperation 
 
Dr. Martina Maria Keitsch, The Oslo School of Architecture and Design 
 
 
Asia-Europe relations have 
achieved significant progress 
during the past decades, and 
bonds in economy and 
environmentalism have 
strengthened. The scope of 
political dialogue has been 
widened and now covers human 
rights and broad security issues related to 
e.g. terrorism and conflict prevention.  

 
 

Moreover, enhanced interaction in 
the field of cultural exchange1 has 
significantly improved mutual 
awareness and understanding 
between Asia and Europe 
(European Comission). 
 
Despite these achievements, with 

40% of the world's poor, the Asian region 
faces poverty and overpopulation both 
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inter-linked with land degradation and loss 
of biodiversity (COM 2001).2 Water and 
air quality have been consistently 
deteriorating in Asian countries.3 In 
Europe, pattern of industrial production 
and consumption cause evident damages of 
milieus and physical sufferings. The public 
discontent with the consequences of 
industrial and socio-economic routines has 
here successively contributed to create 
consciousness for the necessity to alter 
production and consumption habits. 
 
Any honest approach to meet 
environmental threats and move towards 
more sustainable patterns of production 
and consumption in Europe and Asia does 
not only require innovation in the 
technology sector but calls for global 
structural changes including regulatory 
measures and for approaches to stimulate 
behavior and lifestyle changes. 
Sustainability Science with its 
problemdriven agenda can generate and 
maintain a knowledge basis for planning 
and implementing changes towards more 
eco-friendly ways of living. (Clark and 
Dickinson, 2003.) 
 
Sustainability science is based on an 
academic structure that encourages cross-
disciplinary discourses of empirical and 
social sciences, including disciplines such 
as Environmental Sciences and 
Engineering, Landscape Ecology, 
Environmental Management, Design, and 
Social Sciences. The empiric sciences can 
provide impact assessments, indicators and 
predictions for future developments. The 
crucial task for social and policy sciences 
is to deepen the problem definitions 
required to select and enact programmes 
and activities to promote sustainable 
development, thereby strengthening 
governance and participatory democracy. 
 
Developing research activities and 
programmes between Europe and Asia 
should be a main goal for Sustainability 
Science. Such programmes can be based 

on a broad consultation of the disciplines 
mentioned above to identify needs, 
requirements and priorities, and make the 
best possible use of existing experience 
and opportunities in both regions. Future 
work could include clustering of regional 
case studies for comparisons to test and 
evaluate the evolving Sustainability 
Science framework methodologically, and 
to critically demonstrate where 
Sustainability Science programmes are 
most beneficial. 
 
Structurally, there are needs for 
organizational and institutional synergies 
in Higher Education, connected with 
challenges to overcome resource and 
capacity constraints. Didactically, the 
integration of Sustainability Science in 
research and curricula would enable 
teachers and students to see problems 
through an ’eco-lens’, and facilitate the 
design and implementation of sustainable 
solutions for particular places and contexts. 
 
Epistemologically, Sustainability Science 
does not necessarily follow “normal 
science” procedures and challenges 
ubiquitous assumptions on how science 
should be conducted. For example, the 
inductive analysis of cases as ultima ratio 
to find “truth” or “laws” might be replaced 
by an integrative methodology assuming 
various scales, causes and hypotheses. 
Experts also have to cope with the insight 
that local/domestic knowledge is a 
valuable source for problem solving and 
can be considered in scientific analyses. 
These phenomena indicate that a revision 
of the classic methodologies in the 
disciplines might be required, when 
working cooperatively with multilayered 
projects. 
 
In summary, many recommendations to 
advance Sustainability Science highlight 
the need for direct interaction between 
research teams in elaborating important 
questions and convincing strategies (See 
e.g. COM, 2001b, p.19 and UNESCO, 
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2002, p.6, 9). An exchange of researchers, 
and other stakeholders, may here provide 
not only awareness of the environmental 
developments in Asia and Europe, but also 
contribute to a greater respect for and 
understanding of the cultural diversity in 
the two regions. 
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1 The Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) established 
in 1997 by members of the ASEM (the Asia-
Europe Meeting) is a good example for promoting 
mutual understanding and cooperation through 
cultural, intellectual and people-to-people exchange 
programmes. Today ASEF includes 27 EU Member 
States, the European Commission and 16 Asian 
countries. 
 
2 Being aware of the great diversity across Asia, 
this article reflects major phenomena. The Asian 
region includes three of the five largest countries in 
the world, in population terms (China, India, 
Indonesia), and some of the smallest (Brunei, 
Bhutan, the Maldives) – as well as two countries 
with the highest and lowest population densities in 
the world (Singapore and Mongolia). It includes 
some of the richest countries in the world (Japan, 
Singapore), and some of the poorest. Eight Asian 
countries have been categorized as Least-
Developed Countries (LLDCs) by the United 
Nations: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, the 
Maldives, Nepal, Burma/Myanmar, Cambodia, 
Laos and Yemen. In addition, North Korea, while 
not on the LLDC list, can also be considered as one 
of the poorest countries in the world. 
 
3 New Indicators to Guide Sustainable 
Development in: Asia-Pacific (2004), United 
Nations Environment Programme. 

 
 
 

5. A Research Methodology for Sustainability Scienc e 
 
Dr. Arnim Wiek, Arizona State University, USA 
Dr. Van Miller, Central Michigan University, USA 
 
 
A comprehensive research methodology 
for sustainability science has not been 
developed yet – despite the fact that 
sustainability research has been conducted 
for several decades. This might be due to 
the rather recent proposal to form a new 
field called ‘sustainability science’ (Kates  

 
 
et al., 2001), and also due to the tendency 
that methodological research is generally 
underestimated and –performed in the 
majority of scientific disciplines. The 
situation becomes even worse when 
studies that ‘simply’ apply or propose 
methods are considered as methodological 
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research, although they do not conduct 
research on but with methods. Yet, nobody 
would seriously doubt that the credibility 
of sustainability science relies on the 
conduct of empirical research within a 
sound methodological framework. In 
addition to thoroughly applying methods, a 
good understanding of the specific 
strengths and limits of the methods is 
required. Therefore, methodological 
studies on sustainability research 
contribute to the rigor of this young 
academic field.  
 
In developing such a methodology, we 
have to consider the specific features of 
sustainability science (focus on cross-
sectoral, cross-level, long-term problems; 
problem-driven and solution-oriented 
perspective; interdisciplinary and 
transacademic research). Methodological 
studies would investigate methods for 
problem identification and structuring, 
system analysis, scenario construction, 
option analysis, multi-criteria assessment, 
strategy building, evaluation, etc. and/or 
their combination. 
 
Relevant methodological issues include 
representation (verbal, visual), data 
processing (formal/method-based, 
intuitive), validity, reliability, (extended) 
peer review, etc. Equally eligible are 
studies focusing on the generation of 
particular knowledge types 
(analytical/descriptive, normative, action-
oriented knowledge). Contributions that 
address methodological issues of 
participatory/collaborative/transacademic 
research in sustainability science – defined 
as co-production of knowledge between 
scientists and non-scientists (decision 
makers, public, etc.) – are particularly 
relevant. Related research questions would 
be who interacts with whom, when, on 
what, how, and to what extent in 
sustainability science (stakeholder 

selection, balancing inputs, intensity of 
collaboration, facilitation, mediation and 
negotiation, etc.). 
 
Wiek is currently editing a special issue on 
this topic (Wiek, 2008). Miller and Wiek 
are planning an additional special issue 
with contributions from this year’s ISDR 
conference. The latter will address 
questions about specific issues that are at 
the core of the sustainability paradigm: 
 

- How do we conduct research that is 
motivated by the notion of 
‘sustaining something’ (WCED, 
1987)? How do we study and 
determine reference points for 
sustainability transitions (Are we 
proposing to sustain the earth of 
750, 1750, 1950, or 2050?)? 

- In how far is our research inspired 
or even dominated by concepts 
such as anthropocentrism, 
ethnocentrism, autocratism, etc.? 

- How do we conduct research in the 
tension between scientific rigor and 
advocacy (How serious are we 
about taking a position on what 
should be sustained)? 

- How do we culturally adjust 
sustainability research methods? 
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6. How can business use sustainability science and how can 
sustainability science use business? 
 
Dr. Rupert J. Baumgartner, University of Leoben, Austria 
 
 
Sustainability science was defined by 
Kates et al as “science that seeks to 
understand the fundamental character of 
interactions between nature and society. 
Such an understanding must encompass 
the interaction of global processes with the 
ecological and social characteristics of 
particular places and sectors.” (Kates et al 
2001, p. 641 and references cited therein.) 
 
Business is part of the problem of our 
unsustainable societies, but business can be 
one part of the solution. Already before 
Sustainable Development became a 
popular concept, Freeman pointed out the 
important role of stakeholders for strategic 
management and Carrol showed business 
responsibilities against the society. But the 
Brundtland-Report showed that the 
ecological impacts are of crucial 
importance, too. This requires recognizing 
for business leaders that corporations are 
embedded in society and that society is 
embedded in nature. 
 
The role of business regarding 
sustainability can be seen both as 
responsibility and as opportunity. Business 
responsibility is to minimize negative 
social and ecological impacts, but 
sustainability can also be an opportunity 
for business, a source of differentiation, 
innovation and prosperity. This requires 
translating Brundtland´s sustainability 
definition into achievable and desirable 
principles as basis for strategic planning 
and management. These principles defined 
by Robèrt et al are to eliminate 
contribution to systematic increases in 
concentrations of substances from Earth’s 
crust, to eliminate contribution to 
systematic increases in concentrations of 
substances produced by society, to  
 

 
 
eliminate contribution to the systematic 
physical degradation of nature through 
over-harvesting, introductions and other 
forms of modification and to contribute as 
much as possible to the meeting of human 
needs in our society and worldwide. 

(Robèrt et al. 2002) 
 
These principles can be used by individual 
corporations to develop corporate 
sustainability strategies, the basic question 
is: How can the company contribute to 
these principles? This means to focus on 
the efficiency and the effectiveness of all 
business activities, it is not enough to 
optimize the ratio of output and inputs, it is 
also necessary to regard the impacts on 
stakeholders, society and nature.  
 
Of course different sectors will have 
different sustainability problems, the 
greenhouse effect and climate change 
problem is a huge challenge for companies 
in sectors like basic materials, automotive, 
chemicals or oil and gas. Companies 
engaged in countries with less social and 
health standards have to deal with human 
rights, working conditions, health and 
social aspects. 
 
Sustainable orientation of corporations 
requires more than just change rhetoric and 
communication, to publish sustainability 
reports and to integrate the responsibility 
for sustainability affairs into the 
communications department of a company 
– it is becessary to affect and to change the 
core business, sustainability issues have to 
influence all business activities. Business 
has to be supported by its customers, 
stakeholders and the society on its 
transition towards sustainability, more 
sustainable companies are only possible if 
they are also profitable and competitive. If 
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all this is achieved, companies and 
business can contribute to Sustainable 
Development. 
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About the Society and contact details 
 

The International Sustainable 
Development Research Society (ISDRS) 
aims to foster and communicate the 
importance of sustainable development in 
a global society. The society is a coalition 
of academic researchers, teachers, 
government, non-governmental 
organisations and industry. It promotes 
inter- and transdisciplinary research and 
education for sustainable development.  
 
The society builds upon the 12 year history 
of the International Sustainable 
Development Research Conference and its 
associated journals. The conference 
continues to be hosted annually in different 
countries. In 2005 it was held in Helsinki 
(Finland), in 2006 in Hong Kong (China), 
in 2007 in Västerås (Sweden) and in 2008 
it will take place in New Delhi (India). The 
International Sustainable Development 
Research Society was announced at the  
 

 
 
Helsinki event and formally launched in 
Hong Kong. 
As an open and inclusive society, our 
vision is to establish a forum where diverse 
research communities can come together 
creating a transparent dialogue on key 
problems, issues, initiatives, policies and 
strategies needed to make progress on 
sustainable development a reality.  
 
The International Sustainable 
Development Research Society aims to 
promote collaboration and dialogue of a 
high quality, building bridges between 
different research communities. We hope 
to build bridges between research and its 
applications in society. We promote 
collaboration between communities in 
developed and developing countries. This 
is achieved through involving all 
stakeholders and we invite you to become 
part of this growing and vibrant research.

 
Board of the International Sustainable Development Research Society 
 
 
Co-Chairmen  
 
Richard Welford  
Associate Professor 
University of Hong Kong 
China 

Jouni Korhonen  
Academy Fellow, Dr. 
Åbo Akademi University 
Finland

 
Board Members 
 
Dr. Rupert Baumgartner 
University of Leoben 
Austria 
 
Dr. Pontus Cerin 
Umeå School of Business, 
University of Umeå  
Sweden 
 

Dr. Pauline Deutz 
University of Hull 
United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Peter Dobers  
School of Business, 
Mälardalen University 
Sweden 
 

Prof. Andy Gouldson  
University of Leeds 
United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Martina Maria Keitsch 
The Oslo School of 
Architecture and Design 
Norway 
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Dr. Shobhana Madhavan 
University of Westminster 
United Kingdom 
 
Dr. Van V. Miller 
Central Michigan University 
USA  
 

Professor Arun Sahay 
Management Development 
Institute 
India 
 
Dr. Peter A. Strachan 
Aberdeen Business School 
United Kingdom 
 

Dr. Walter J. V. Vermeulen 
Utrecht University 
The Netherlands 
 
Dr. Arnim Wiek  
Arizona State University 
USA 

 
Coordinator 
 
Kaisa Pihlatie 
Åbo Akademi Univeristy 
Department of Industrial Management 
Piispankatu 8, FI-20500 Turku, Finland 
kaisa.pihlatie@abo.fi  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We welcome your feedback and contributions for future editions of 

the Newsletter. Please send them to Ms. Kaisa Pihlatie. 
 
 

Please also visit www.isdrs.org 
 
 

 


